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March 3, 2004








Chairman Peter T. Ginaitt


House Environment and Natural Resources Committee


State House


Providence, RI 02903





RE: H 5308





Dear Chairman Ginaitt and Members of the Committee, 





As members of the Rhode Island Greenhouse Gas Stakeholders Process we write to you today to express our full support for H. 5308, House Resolution Promoting Goals to Reduce Global Warming Pollution.  We thank you for your leadership in sponsoring this resolution and for allowing us the opportunity to submit comments.





In the fall of 2001, the Department of Environmental Management, the Rhode Island State Energy Office and the Governor’s office convened the Rhode Greenhouse Gas Stakeholder Project in response to growing international agreement that carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases are warming the planet at a rapid rate.  Reducing global warming is a major concern for Rhode Islanders because of its potential adverse impacts such as flooding in coastal areas, saltwater contamination of drinking water, extreme weather events and damage to local crops.





In July 2002, the Stakeholders released a Greenhouse Gas Action Plan that outlines 49 consensus options for reducing greenhouse gas emissions in the state.  It includes policies for reducing vehicle miles traveled, increasing energy efficiency and promoting the use of renewable energy technologies.  To date, many of the options in the plan have been implemented but we are far from full implementation of the Plan.  We need to continue pressing forward to ensure that the remaining strategies in the Plan are refined and implemented.  The legislature will be key in helping to get this done.  





We are appreciative that in this resolution the General Assembly is recognizing the vital role it must play in order to successfully address the issue of global warming here in Rhode Island.  Your explicit support of the stakeholders and the Greenhouse Gas Action Plan will help generate momentum to implement the remaining measure of the plan.





We also wanted to let you know that the Rhode Island Greenhouse Gas Stakeholder Process will receive national recognition for our accomplishments. We were recently notified that we are receiving the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Climate Protection Award. The award will be presented May 4 in Washington DC. The EPA notice of award is attached.





We appreciate the opportunity to submit these comments and strongly urge you and your committee to continue its support all of the greenhouse gas reduction efforts in Rhode Island and vote in favor of H 5308.





Regards,





Rhode Island Greenhouse Gas Stakeholders 








DRAFT for March 22, 2004





Daniel R. DiDentro


State Building Commissioner


Executive Secretary, Building Code Standards Committee


Power Building


One Capitol Hill


Providence, RI 02908-5859 





RE: Proposed New Regulation SBC - 8 -2004





Dear Commissioner DiDentro:





We are writing to offer a comment on proposed Regulation SBC-8, which is to take effect July 1, 2004.


For over two years, the Department of Environmental Management and the State Energy Office have been leading a stakeholders’ process to identify ways that Rhode Island can support the New England Governors and Eastern Canadian Premiers’ Climate Change Action Plan, to which Rhode Island is a signatory. This plan calls for reducing our region’s Greenhouse Gas (GHG) emissions to 1990 levels by 2010, to stabilize emissions that may cause the gradual warming of the earth’s atmosphere and resulting rising sea levels.


The most recent phase of oOur stakeholders are process has seen increased very interested in the role that the State Energy Conservation Code portion of the State Building Code can play in reducing the energy operating costs and GHG emissions of new and renovated buildings. We are discussing how one or more of our members might be more involved in the next cycle of code review and update.




















Stakeholder Members





Audubon Society of Rhode Island


Brown University


Conservation Law Foundation


Department of Administration


Narragansett Electric


Nat. Fed’n of Independent Businesses


New England Gas Company


Northern RI Chamber of Commerce


Oil Heat Institute of RI


Providence Chamber of Commerce


RI Business Roundtable


RI Dept. of Environmental Management


RI Dept. of Transportation


RI Economic Development Corporation


RI League of Cities and Towns


RI Public Interest Research Group


RI Public Transit Authority


RI Public Utilities and Carriers


RI Society of Env. Professionals


RI State Energy Office


RI Statewide Planning


Save The Bay


Sierra Club


Sustainability Coalition


The Energy Council of Rhode Island


University of Rhode Island
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